
A Note From the President 

Down the Yearsé 

have dinner with friends for 

less than 25 bucks?  Be sure to 

mark January 16th on your cal-

endar; registration is open and 

will continue until January 9 th.  I 

look forward to seeing you 

there.  

I will wrap up my section with, 

as always, a few familiar 

thoughts. Read the Alumni Pro-

file  to learn more about a fel-

low BUGWBôer, and submit 

one of your own for our next 

issue 

(alumniprofile@goldenwaveal

umni.org  ). Say a good word 

for Baylor, the Golden Wave 

Band, and participate in 

GWAA through membership, 

activities, and donations. 

Thanks for reading.  

Sic ôem! 

 

Ryan OõShields 

 

 

Hello again!  

Itõs hard to believe but we are 

closing in on the end of 2009 

with the holiday season upon 

us.  If you live in the Dallas/

Fort Worth area hopefully 

youõre planning on attending 

our area Christmas 

party.   Along those lines, we 

have heard from many of you 

about creating more area 

events and we would love to 

do so; however, we need some 

alumni in various areas to step 

forward and be willing to put 

some time and resources into 

hosting an event.   Donõt worry; 

you would have the full sup-

port of the Activities Vice 

President(s) and the resources 

of GWAA to make the events 

happen.   If you are interested 

in getting an event together in 

your area, 

email  vpa@goldenwavealumni

.org . 

I am to report, for the second 

consecutive year, that we have 

completed a successful fall 

events season.  Our participa-

tion has continued to increase 

year over year!   In fact, we had 

a group of over 68 alumni offi-

cially registered for Home-

coming and that doesnõt in-

clude the 40 or so family and 

friends that attended along 

with them.   We continued to 

have many more alumni who 

visited us for the first time at 

our tents during Homecoming 

weekend.   I hope that each of 

you who attended this fall had 

a great time and will come 

back next year bringing a fel-

low alum.   We continue to 

strive for ways to get more 

alumni back and involved; 

please send me your thoughts, 

both the good and the bad 

at president@goldenwavealu

mni.org . 

As Iõm sure you know, ATOC 

õ10 is approaching fast and the 

VPAõs are working diligently 

to make this yearõs event in 

great.   Weõre continuing to 

keep the cost of the event 

down for the 6 th year a 

row!   Where else can you see a 

great basketball game, play 

and heckle with the band, and 
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New Band Director Spotlight: Dr. Isaiah Odajima 

Dr. Isaiah 

Odajima has 

joined the 

Baylor Uni-

versity music 

faculty as 

Assistant 

Professor of 

Ensembles 

and Associate Director of 

Bands. He returns to Baylor 

from Michigan State Univer-

sity, where for the past four 

years he has served as Assis-

tant Professor and Assistant 

Director of Bands. From 2001 

to 2003, Dr. Odajima was 

Baylor University's Assistant 

Director of Bands and Associate 

Director of the Golden Wave 

Marching Band. He holds the 

Doctor of Musical Arts degree 

in Wind Conducting from 

Michigan State University, a 

Master of Music degree in 

Wind Conducting from Baylor 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Alumni Profile: Nicholas Hank  
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Nick says, òIt is so great to see the BUGWB 

Alumni grow in membership and participa-

tion at events like these!   Even though I 

can't always make it to events it is nice to 

receive the updates via facebook/email/

blogs/twitter/RSS feeds/carrier pigeon/

etc.....   Thanks to everyone who is putting 

in the many hours necessary to keep this 

amazing group of people connected -I am 

so thankful to be a member!ó  

 

Find us on Facebook!!  

Join the Baylor University 

Golden Wave Band Alumni 

Group at www.facebook.com  

Nicholas Hank was a 

member of the Golden 

Wave Band from 2000-

2005.  He served as Flute 

Section Leader in 2001, 

Drum Major in 2002 and 

2003, and as a Student 

Staff member in 2004 

and 2005.  He graduated 

with his Bachelors in 

Music Education and has worked as a mid-

dle school band director for the past five 

years.   He now currently resides with his 

wife Michelle (and dog Daisy) in Cedar 

Park, TX and works at Grisham Middle 

School in Round Rock ISD.    

Michelle and Nick met at Baylor with a 

common interest of music and were mar-

ried in November of 2007.   She is currently 

teaching choir at Henry Middle School in 

Leander 

ISD.  The 

past sev-

eral years 

Nick has 

struggled 

with mak-

ing it to 

BUGWB/

Courtside 

events as 

he has 

many 

conflicts 

with con-

certs and 

contests during Football and Basketball 

season.  However, for the first time since 

graduation, Michelle and Nick were able to 

attend Baylor Homecoming this year and 

thoroughly enjoyed the events!    

ATOC Time!! 

Basketball season is going full steam 

ahead, and itõs almost time for our annual 

winter event, Alumni Take on Courtside!     

If you havenõt taken part in this fantastic 

event before, you are in for a real 

treat.   The alumni band will join forces with 

the Baylor University Courtside Players 

Basketball Band to cheer on the Menõs Bas-

ketball team as they take on the Oklahoma 

State Cowboys on January 16th in Waco.     

If you havenõt played in the Basketball 

Band before, donõt worryñyouõll find many 

familiar tunes, and weõll provide all the 

music for you.   We want everyone to ex-

perience this exciting event!   We will start 

the day with registration and a meal, and 

then have rehearsal with Dr. Espinosa, the 

director of the Courtside Players.   The 

game itself kicks off at 3pm.   

Registration is available right now on our 

website.   You can print and mail a form, 

or register and pay online.   Registration 

ends on January 9th, 2010, so donõt de-

lay!   Visit  goldenwavealumni.org  today!   

Weõll be sending out more detailed infor-

mation about the dayõs schedule as we get 

closer to the 16 th.  

We hope to see you there!   

Cameron Talley  

Historian, GWAA  

 

http://goldenwavealumni.org


We would like to say a big 

THANK YOU to all of the K

-Psi and Tau Betas who 

participated in Actives/

Alumni Social on Friday 

night of Homecoming! We 

had a great showing from current and 

alumni members of Beta Alpha and Iota, 

and it was fun to talk and catch up over hot 

(well, more like luke -warm) chocolate and 

have any suggestions for 

future K-Psi/Tau Beta get-

togethers, and we'll see you 

at ATOC. (PS-WEAR YOUR 

REC BARS!) 

AEA and ITB, 

Brad Roop and Tara Voiles  

KKY/TBS Representatives, GWAA 

Katie's Custard.  

Also, the Actives premiered the Beta Al-

pha/Iota joint song after the game on Satur-

day which is now a new tradition to be 

continued for years to come. If you'd like 

the sheet music for this, please email Tara 

Voiles at  tara.voiles@yahoo.com  and she 

will gladly send it to you. That's all we have 

for now! Please feel free to contact us if you 

New Officer Profile: Patrick Rountree, Treasurer 
Patrick Rountree 

graduated from 

Baylor University 

in 2006 with a 

BBA in Finance 

and a minor in 

Mathematics.   He 

played the trum-

pet in the Golden 

Wave Band from 

2001 to 2006, and 

he looks upon his 

time in the band as a highlight in his Baylor 

experience.   Patrick is now the CFO of 

Texana Bank and lives in Houston where he 

is working towards the completion of an 

MS in Finance at the University of Hous-

ton.  He assumed the office of Treasurer at 

the GWAA annual meeting this fall.  You 

can contact Patrick via email at treas-

urer@goldenwavealumni.org.  

100 Years of Homecoming 

KKY/TBS News  
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Thanks to all who came back to Waco to 

participate in the 100 th annual Homecom-

ing celebration!   We had a great group this 

year, filling up the space next to BUGWB 

from the bottom to the top.   Alumni lined 

the home sideline during the halftime 

show, playing along to the fight songs as 

BUGWB marched out the traditional òScript 

Baylor.ó 

A number of people have added their pho-

tos to our group pool on Flickr ñwhy not 

add yours today?   To see the photos and 

add your own, point your browser 

to www.flickr.com/groups/gwaa/   

  

This yearõs even may be over, but the 

101st Homecoming celebration will be 

upon us before you know it!   Mark your 

calendars for the weekend of October 21 st-

23rd, 2010.  Weõll see you there! 

Cameron Talley  

Historian, GWAA  

 

mailto:tara.voiles@yahoo.com
http://www.flickr.com/groups/gwaa/

